
Corporations How the CDC Foundation can 
help you partner with CDC
Corporations play a major role in helping CDC address national and global health threats. 
The CDC Foundation is uniquely capable of forging partnerships between corporations and CDC 
to help CDC do more, faster, while helping corporations fulfill their public health objectives.  
Consider the following examples:

Opportunity 

Build international public 
health capacity and improve 
countries’ ability to detect and 
respond to emerging infec-
tious disease threats.

Solution

Eli Lilly and Company work through 
the CDC Foundation to sponsor Lilly 
International Laboratory Fellowships 
to train a network of laboratory leaders 
around the world.

Impact 

Over five years, 36 Lilly Fellows from 
17 countries were recruited by the 
Association of Public Health Labora-
tories and trained at CDC.  A strong 
global network of laboratory leaders 
strengthens capacity and facilitates 
rapid, multinational responses to 
infectious disease threats.

Opportunity 

Leverage an existing collab-
oration between CDC and 
state health departments to 
investigate drug-resistant skin 
infections in healthcare and 
community settings.

Solution

Pfizer Inc. and Astellas Pharma Inc. 
support supplemental surveys to  
the National Surveillance for methicillin- 
resistant Staphylococcus aureus 
(MRSA). Surveys enable CDC to  
compare and evaluate outcomes of 
MRSA infections acquired in both 
healthcare and community settings.

Impact 

Unbiased CDC surveys provide cred-
ible proof that invasive MRSA is a high 
priority public health issue. Success lays 
groundwork for national MRSA preva-
lence study, similar to surveys conducted 
in Europe. Pfizer and Astellas step up to 
support CDC pilot survey to evaluate 
the prevalence of healthcare-associated 
infections. Survey will be crucial to future 
development of U.S. infection surveillance 
infrastructure.

Opportunity 

Address the childhood  
obesity epidemic and en-
courage schools to use CDC’s 
School Health Index to assess 
and improve their overall 
health policies and programs.

Solution

Cargill funds a grant program to  
help elementary schools in Cargill  
communities boost student health.  
Applicants are required to complete 
CDC’s School Health Index to be  
eligible for mini-grants. 

Impact 

Approximately 600 schools complete 
School Health Index as part of the grant 
application process and complete action 
plans to implement low-cost improvements 
to existing programs. 47 mini-grants 
ranging from $1,000 to $10,000 help 
elementary schools improve student 
health through components such as build-
ing walking tracks, improving physical edu-
cation curricula and increasing healthy food 
choices in lunchrooms and classrooms.

How does your corporation’s mission relate to CDC’s work? To learn more about creating a  
program with CDC to protect health and safety – including addressing chronic and infectious 
diseases, injuries and violence, and environmental and occupational health concerns –  
contact the CDC Foundation, Office of Advancement, (404) 653-0790, (888) 880-4CDC or  
visit www.cdcfoundation.org.
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